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NAMRU-2 Establishes Regional Reference Laboratory in 
Cambodia 

Released: 2/1/2017 

From NAMRU-2 Public Affairs and CDR Gary Brice 



Laboratory opening ceremony. From the left: CAPT. Vaughn, former Director of NAMRU-2; Army Maj. Gen. Todd 
McCaffrey, Deputy Commanding General of the U.S. Army Pacific Command; Dr. Prof Yin Sinath, Director of 
Kampong Cham Provincial Hospital; H.E. Lun Lim Thai, Kampong Cham Provincial Governor; H.E. Dr. Mam 
Bunheng, Cambodia Minister of Health; William Heidt, U.S. Ambassador to Cambodia; Dr. Elizabeth George, 
Director of the Cooperative Threat Reduction Program for DTRA; Dr. Kimsour Phimn, Director of Kampong Cham 
Provincial Health Department; Mr.Ly Sovith, Director of Kampong Cham Blood Transfusion Center; Mr. Um 
Kimseang, Kampong Cham Laboratory Stock Manager; Mrs. Nhem Somary, Kampong Cham Laboratory Manager; 
Mr. Timothy Stotish, Cooperative Biological Engagement Program (CBEP) country manager for Defense Threat 
Reduction Agency, Cambodia, and LCDR Jamal Dejli, Head of Laboratory Services. 


CAMBODIA - Located between the eastern banks of the Mekong River and adjaeent to the 
Vietnamese border, Kampong Cham Provinee is the fourth largest provinee in Cambodia by 
population and a key supply eorridor for Cambodia and neighboring eountries. Sinee 2005, 
sporadie eases of H5N1 Avian Influenza have been deteeted in this region. The U.S. Naval 
Medieal Researeh Unit No. 2 (NAMRU-2), in eollaboration with the National Institute of Publie 
Health (NIPH), and the Provineial Health Department (PHD) in Kampong Cham, established 
longitudinal researeh and epidemiologieal surveillanee studies in this provinee starting in 2006, 
whieh provided important publie health information for the Ministry of Health. 

NAMRU-2, with funding support provided by the Defense Threat Reduetion Ageney (DTRA), 
implemented eapaeity building renovations projeets at the Kampong Cham provineial hospital, 
ineluding establishing diagnostie testing protoeols adapted for disease surveillanee in Cambodia, 
bringing the hospital laboratory faeility to operational standards, and providing training on publie 
health prineiples in the areas of epidemiology, laboratory diagnosties, disease surveillanee and 
outbreak response. Earlier in 2016, as a results of these efforts, the Kampong Cham hospital 
laboratory was established as the first regional referenee laboratory outside the Cambodian 
Capital, Phnom Penh. 
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In August 2016, NAMRU-2 hosted an interagency meeting in Kampong Cham to coordinate 
surveillance activities with national stakeholders. This two-day workshop was attended by NIPH, 
Center for Parasitology, Entomology and Malaria Control (CNM); the Cambodian Center for 
Disease Control (CCDC), and the provincial health departments of Kampong Cham and Thong 
Khmum provinces. 

During the workshop, data from NAMRU-2 Acute Febrile Illness (AFI) surveillance were 
reviewed and discussed. 

“This study aims to determine the differences in the types of pathogens and the burden of 
respiratory and enteric diseases among residents from these two distinct geographical regions, in 
addition to Dengue and Chikungunya viruses as the main vector-home targets” said Lt. Cmdr. 
Jamal Dejli, principal investigator of the AFI project. 

The AFI surveillance study is funded by the Armed Forces Health Surveillance Branch and is a 
prospective surveillance study monitoring the burden of vector-home, acute respiratory and 
diarrheal diseases among mral and peri-mral villages in Kampong Cham and Thong Khmum 
Provinces. 

“The workshop was a great success. This was the first interagency meeting to review and discuss 
our results and to prioritize activities in the future. Everyone in attendance agreed on the 
importance of the surveillance data gathered on the most prevalent diseases in Cambodia”, said 
Gary Brice, Director of NAMRU-2, Phnom Penh. In addition to Cambodia, NAMRU-2 
developed and completed multiple field- and hospital-based studies for a variety of infectious 
diseases of military importance across Southeast Asia, including Vietnam, Malaysia, Laos, and 
Singapore. 
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